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1. Introduction

Dharanidhar University (hereinafter called the University) is going to conduct Entrance Test-cum-
Dharanidhar University Research Eligibility Test (DURET) for enrolment of students into the Ph.D. Full-
time programmes in the regular P.G. Departments sanctioned by State Government/UGC for the academic
session 2026-27.

e No candidate with unsatisfactory conduct or having criminal antecedent(s) shall

be considered for admission.

e Mere qualifying in the Admission Test-cum-DURET does not confer any right to

claim admission into any of the Ph.D. Programme.

o The admission to any of the Ph.D. Programme shall be subject to availability of

eligible supervisor and seats as per the existing Regulations.

® C(Candidate must not be in any employment under Organization or Institution

(Government/Private).

Eligible candidates can apply online by paying prescribed fee as per the following schedule

for consideration:

TIMELINE
1 |Date of Notification 18.05.2026
Commencement of Applications 18.05.2026

2 [Last date of receiving of the filled-up application form along with 17.06.2026
photocopies of relevant documents and payment slip of DURET Fee
by Speed/Registered post to the address:

Chairman, PG Council
Dharanidhar University
College Road, Keonjhar — 758 001

3 [Date and time of DURET 13.07.2026
Venue: North Campus, Dharanidhar University
1 Session (Written) 10.00 AM — 12.00 Noon
2md Session (Viva Voce) 2.00 PM Onwards

Candidates are requested to come prepared for appearing the interview
the next day if the same does not get completed on 13.07.2026
IPublication of list of candidates qualified in DURET on the website | 17.07.2026

7 |Last date for receiving the Admission Fees and other documents | 30-07.2026

in the respective Department/ Centre




8 | Date of Admission 01.08.2026-08.08.2026

9 |Commencement of Classes 10.08.2026

2. Research Programmes
(1) The University shall offer Ph.D. Programme in the following subjects (subject to availability of

eligible Research Supervisors and vacant slots).

SI. No. | Department / Subjects | Total Seats (Tentative)
I. Chemistry 8
2. Education 4
3. English 4
4. Geology 14
5. Mathematics 8
6. Odia 11
7. Physics 12
8. Sanskrit 3
9. Zoology 8

*The university reserves the right to increase or decrease the number of vacancies as and when required without notice
depending on the circumstances arisen due to multitude of factors.

For attention of all applicants

The applicants before applying to any of the above programmes are advised to carefully go through this
prospectus and visit the University Website (https:/dduniversity.ac.in) to know about the profile of the
University. They are also advised to visit the University Campus in Keonjhar if they desire so and see for
themselves the available infrastructure and other facilities. If satisfied, they may apply to any of the courses
as per their eligibility. Once admitted, making any unreasonable demand thereafter shall not be entertained

and it shall be treated as an act of indiscipline.

3. ELIGIBILITY FOR ADMISSION
Ph.D. (Doctor of Philosophy):

3.1 Programme Duration: 3 to 6 years

(a) Eligibility criteria for admission to Ph.D.: Subject to the conditions stipulated in the Ph.D.
Regulations of the Dharanidhar University, the following persons are eligible to seek admission
to the Ph.D. programme: A 1-year/2-semester master's degree programme after a 4-year/8-

semester bachelor’s degree programme or a 2-year/4-semester master’s degree programme after
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a 3-year bachelor’s degree programme or qualifications declared equivalent to the master’s
degree by the corresponding statutory regulatory body, with at least 55% marks in aggregate or

its equivalent grade in a point scale wherever grading system is followed.
or

4-year degree honors programme with research and having qualified NET for PhD
Or

Equivalent qualification from a foreign educational institution accredited by an assessment and
accreditation agency which is approved, recognized or authorized by an authority, established or
incorporated under a law in its home country or any other statutory authority in that country to

assess, accredit or assure quality and standards of the educational institution.

A relaxation of 5% marks or its equivalent grade may be allowed for those belonging to
SC/ST/OBC/SEBC (non-creamy layer)/Differently Abled, Economically Weaker Section (EWS)

and other categories of candidates as per the decision of the commission from time to time.

Provided that a candidate seeking admission after a 4-year/8-semester bachelor’s degree programme
should have a minimum of 75% marks in aggregate or its equivalent grade on a point scale wherever
the grading system is followed. A relaxation of 5% marks or its equivalent grade may be allowed for
those belonging to SC/ST/OBC/SEBC (non-creamy layer)/Differently Abled, Economically Weaker

Section (EWS) and other categories of candidates as per the decision of the UGC from time to time.

3.2) Candidates who have completed M.Phil. programme with at least 55% marks in aggregate or its
equivalent grade in a point scale wherever grading system is followed or equivalent qualification from
a foreign educational institution accredited by an assessment and accreditation agency which is
approved, recognized or authorized by an authority, established or incorporated under a law in its home
country or any other statutory authority in that country to assess, accredit or assure quality and
standards of educational institutions, shall be eligible for admission to the Ph.D. programme. A
relaxation of 5% marks or its equivalent grade may be allowed for those belonging to SC/ST/OBC
(non-creamy layer)/Differently abled, Economically Weaker Section (EWS) and other categories of

candidates as per the decision of the UGC and the State Government from time to time.

3.3) Candidates with requisite marks as above and having qualified in a national level examination
conducted by UGC, CSIR, GATE, JEST, CAT, DBT, ICAR, ICMR, GPAT and other such equivalent
and for  those who have been selected for fellowship/scholarship for PhD such as INSPIRE, RGNF,
ICCR, ICCSR, Exchange Fellowships, and other such equivalent National/State

Fellowship/Scholarship shall have to appear only for the interview to be conducted by the respective
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departments for PhD admissions along with Dharanidhar University Research Eligibility Test
(DURET) qualified selected candidates. All others must qualify the Dharanidhar University Research
Eligibility Test (DURET) followed by an interview.

4. ADMISSION PROCEDURE:

4.1 Admission for Ph.D. Programs shall be conducted by a two-stage process, as detailed below:

4.1.1. Stage I which is an Entrance Test (written test), namely Dharanidhar University Research
Eligibility Test (DURET), shall be conducted by Dharanidhar University before commencement of
the academic year. Candidates, who have qualified in a national level examination conducted by UGC,
CSIR, GATE, JEST, ICAR, ICMR, DBT, CAT, GPAT and other such equivalent and those who have
been already selected for PhD fellowship/scholarship such as INSPIRE, RGNF, ICCR, ICCSR,
Exchange Fellowships, and other such equivalents are exempted from taking the test. These candidates
can apply to the University for PhD admission process along with the advertisement for DURET (The
DURET advertisement shall clearly notify such candidates also to apply). PhD admission commences
at DHARANIDHAR UNIVERSITY from the beginning of academic year only. National level qualified

candidates shall get preference.

4.1.2. Stage II, an interview process, is compulsory for all candidates seeking admission for PhD
programme at Dharanidhar University, in which the candidates shall be assessed for subject knowledge
and aptitude for PhD work and discuss their tentative research interest/area before a duly constituted
Department Research Committee (DRC). DRC shall select candidates for PhD as per the number of

vacancies and research interest of the candidate.

4.1.3. After selection of the candidate for admission to PhD programme in the department, the DRC shall
allocate a suitable supervisor to the candidate depending on his/her research interest and may suggest
an alternative supervisor in case the faculty does not have enough slots for PhD guidance anymore or
unwilling to supervise a candidate. The selected and successful candidate shall be offered admission
only after a supervisor is allocated, based on mutual interest and consent of the candidate and supervisor.

This process has to be completed at least one week before the PhD admission commences.

4.1.4. The candidates may contact a potential supervisor before the selection process commences and may

show the consent letter to the selection committee.

4.1.5. Faculty members must encourage research students to be supervised by them or by others, and
nothing else except merit, eligibility and reservation policy shall constitute the only criteria for
selection. If at a later time, any unfair means/liaison is established, the registration of the candidate shall

be cancelled with immediate effect, and the supervisor shall also be liable for appropriate punishment.
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4.1.6. The number of final selected candidates shall be equal to supervisor allocated / showing willingness.

4.2. Candidates who have already cleared research entrance test and have completed pre-PhD course-work
from any other national/ state universities or equivalent institutions within two years* from the date of
advertisement for admission to Ph.D. Programme of DDU can take admission into PhD programme by
applying in prescribed format, provided the candidate must get a consent letter from the supervisor and
approval of the Departmental Research Committee (DRC) after synopsis presentation. In such cases
candidate need not appear in the DURET or Viva-Voce examination.

(*students who have completed their coursework earlier at the second campus, MSCB University
before the merger of its second campus with Dharanidhar University and are working with faculty
members who have opted for Dharanidhar University may be allowed to register only after receiving
a consent letter from their coursework-project supervisor. Their date of admission/enrollment will be
the same as that at the second campus, MSCB University and they will only be allowed to submit their
thesis after three years of minimum residence period as per rule. This is a one-time provision keeping

in view the interest of scholars. It cannot be cited as precedent in future.)

5. PhD through Part-time mode:
5.1 PhD programme through part-time mode will be permitted, provided all the conditions stipulated in
these Regulations are fulfilled.

5.2 Candidate applying for admission into a Ph.D. programme (in part-time mode) must obtain a “No
Objection Certificate” from the appropriate authority in the organization where he/she is employed,
clearly stating that:

1. The candidate is permitted to pursue studies on a part-time basis.
ii. His/her official duties permit him/her to devote sufficient time to research.
111. If required, he/she will be relieved of the duty to complete the course work.

5.3 Students applying for part time mode must qualify DURET.

6. Sponsored Programme

6.1 Employed professionals desirous of applying for part time PhD Programme and sponsored by their
employer are exempted from appearing DURET. However, their selection will solely be decided on the
merit of their research proposal. All interested applicants must submit the research proposal for
shortlisting. The shortlisted candidates will be called for interview for final selection. Such candidates are
required to undergo the pre-PhD coursework.

6.2 At any point of time, the department can take a maximum of 20% of the slots as part-time students in the

respective departments.



7. Dharanidhar University Research Eligibility Test (DURET)

7.1 Ordinarily all candidates have to go through the two-stage process for admission into Ph.D. Programme
of Dharanidhar University.

7.2 However, candidates who have qualified in the UGC-NET (including JRF) /UGC-CSIR NET
(including JRF) and qualified in SET/SLET / GATE /JEST/CAT / ICMR/DBT/GPAT/ Teacher-
fellowship and other such equivalent tests shall be exempted from DURET qualification. Such
candidates have to appear for the interview/Viva-Voce Examination to be conducted by the DRC.

7.3 After selection and admission, the candidate shall be assigned an Enrolment Number and a Certificate
shall be issued by the Chairman, P.G. Council for the purpose of availing fellowship, if any. Such
candidates have to complete Pre-PhD Course Work. Pre-PhD course work at Dharanidhar University
is mandatory for all PhD registered students even if the candidate has M.Phil., MTech and other
equivalent post-master’s degree.

7.4 Dharanidhar University Research Eligibility Test (DURET) shall be of 100 marks out of which, 50%
of the questions shall be devoted to research methodology (50%) and the rest 50% shall test the
candidates’ aptitude in their concerned subject. The DURET shall be conducted and notified by the
Chairman, P.G. Council, Dharanidhar University. The number of DURET qualified candidates to be
finally called for interview shall be three times (category wise and in alphabetical order of surnames
of candidates qualified) of the number of PhD students to be granted admission in the department.
Before the interview/viva-voce, each department shall notify the number of students they shall be able
to provide admission to, if qualified candidates are available. The Department Head/Coordinator shall
notify and obtain the information from all faculty members on the number of PhD available against
each faculty and display it on website and department notice board. The category-wise availability also
needs to be considered.

7.5 Candidates who have secured 50% mark in the entrance test are eligible to be called for interview.

7.6 A relaxation of 5% of marks (from 50% to 45%) in the entrance examination shall be allowed for
candidates belonging to SC/ST/SEBC/OBC (Non-creamy layers)/ Differently abled category, and other
categories of candidates as per decision of the commission from time to time.

7.7 If, in spite of the above relaxation, the seats allotted for SC/ST/OBC/SEBC (Non-creamy layers)/
Differently abled categories remain unfilled, the University shall launch a Special Admission Drive,
for that particular category in the next session for admission.

7.8 For DURET qualified candidates, 70% weightage to be given for the entrance test and 30% to the
performance in the interview. In case of entrance exempted category, as mentioned in 7.2, the selection

will be based on their performance in the interview only as per UGC guidelines.



7.9 Interview/Viva-Voce (30% marks to be given by the DRC Board)

The interview/viva-voce shall assess the candidates in the following aspects:
e Whether the candidate has adequate subject knowledge and competence for the proposed research
work;
e Whether the proposed area of research can contribute to new/ additional knowledge;
e Whether the facilities for the proposed area of research are available at the PG department/ Research
Centre, where the candidate wishes to pursue his or her research work
At the interview/viva voce, the DRC shall preferably adopt the following evaluation method.
Academic degree points shall be computed as per the Prescribed Weightage provided on the table

below with maximum score of 100 points.

7.9.1 CAREER MARKING:
(a) DRC shall adopt the following evaluation method for a score of 100 or any other appropriate

method approved by the Syndicate from time to time
(1) Evaluation of the Application (Maximum Score = 40)

1) Academic standing of the candidate (Maximum Career Score = 20): Performance of the

candidate at different levels starting from HSC/ 10+ determined from Career Score.

(i) Academic career marks (10 % calculated from mark sheets provided by applicants)

Table-Prescribed Weightage

10%/HSC +2/Intermediate UG PG

For all the Ph.D. Programs 1 2 3 4

. 2% of marks CCPA
Academic career marks= ar— —
100 Highest Point in CGPA Scale

x Career weightage

Suppose an applicant has scored the following percentage of marks (10" class: 72.5; +2 Sc: 80.4;
+3 Sc./Equivalent (Hons): 70; M.Sc.:78. His/her career score will be: 10" (72.5X1)/100=0.72;
+2 Sc. (80.4X2)/100=1.608; +3 Sc.: (70.0X3)/100=2.1; M.Sc.: (78X4)/100=3.12;

Career Score = 0.72+1.608+2.1+3.12=7.548

Note: For candidates passing as Compartmental: zero career points shall be awarded in that

examination.

NB: In case of Ph.D. enrolment, the viva-voce procedure shall be as per the existing Regulations.
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8. RESERVATION
ST 32.50% SC 16.25% | SEBC | 11.25% PwD 5%

Reservation policy in accordance with Govt. of Odisha, Higher Education Department Letter no.

HE-PTC-POLICY-0002-2020/HE 25474, dated 19.05.2025

9. SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION FORM

Candidates seeking admission into PhD programme of Dharanidhar University have to download

application form available at https://dduniversity.ac.in and send the filled in form duly signed by the applicant,

along with photocopies of all the required documents to the Chairman P.G. Council by Speed/Registered post
only so as to reach on or before 17.06.2026. Applications received after the due date or incomplete in any

respect will be summarily rejected. University authorities shall not be responsible for any postal delay.

10. FEE TO BE PAID ALONG WITH THE APPLICATION FORM

Candidates seeking admission to various PhD Programmes of Dharanidhar University have to pay a
non-refundable Demand Draft/Banker’s Cheque of Rs. 1000/- (Rupees One Thousand) only (Rs. /- 500 for
SC/ST candidates) towards Processing-cum-Application fee drawn in favour of the REGISTRAR,
DHARANIDHAR UNIVERSITY, A/C NO. 00000036980319831, IFSC Code: SBIN0000113, STATE BANK OF
INDIA, payable at Keonjhar. No other form of payment is acceptable under any circumstances.

Note: Processing-cum-Application Fee once paid shall not be refunded under any circumstances.

11. DOCUMENTS TO BE SENT ALONG WITH THE APPLICATION FORM

The applicant should send the following documents with his/her application form:
(1) Self Attested photocopies of:
a) Non-refundable Demand Draft/Banker’s Cheque for application fee.
b) Certificates and Mark Sheets of all examinations from H.S.C. to master’s degree.
c) Certificate of teaching experience, if any.
d) Copies of publications, if any.
e) Conduct Certificate from the institution last attended.
f) No objection certificate from the employer, if employed.
g) Certificate in support of his/her claim against reserved seats (SC/ST/SEBC) issued by
competent Revenue Authority not below the rank of Tahsildar.
(2)One self-addressed envelopes of size 22 x 10 cm each affixed with postage stamps for

Registered post.


https://dduniversity.ac.in/

12. ADMISSION PROCEDURE

After receiving the Intimation Letter for admission, the candidates shall send the following, superscribing

PhD Subject: ............... on the top of the envelope.

(a) Non-refundable Demand Draft/Banker’s Cheque for admission for the stipulated amount as
mentioned in the intimation letter/advertised on the website, drawn in favour of the REGISTRAR,
DHARANIDHAR UNIVERSITY, A/C NO. 00000036980319831, IFSC Code: SBIN0000113,
STATE BANK OF INDIA, payable at Keonjhar.

(b) Three recent coloured Passport Size photographs.

(c) T.C./College/University Leaving Certificate in original.

(d) Conduct Certificate in original from the Head of the Institution last attended.

(e) University Registration Receipt in original (in case of students of Dharanidhar University).

(f) Migration Certificate (in case of students of Universities other than Dharanidhar University). If this
certificate cannot be submitted at the time of admission due to any genuine difficulty, the candidate
should give an undertaking to the effect that he/she would produce it within a Month from the date of
admission, failing which the admission may be treated as cancelled.

(g) Relieve Order in original from the Employer for one year, if he/she is employed.

(h) A self-addressed envelope of size 22 x 10 cm affixed with postage stamps worth Rs.40/- (Rupees Forty
only).

(1) Certificate from a recognized Medical Practitioner indicating Blood Group of the applicant.

(j) Duly filled in prescribed Affidavits (Annexure — [ & II) in non-judicial stamp paper in original are to
be submitted, if admitted.

(k) Duly filled in Identity Card in the enclosed Format with a passport size photograph affixed thereof, if
admitted.

The candidate shall submit the following declaration:

(a) I do hereby declare that I have enclosed the following certificates/documents in original and online

payment receipt/Demand Draft/Banker’s Cheque, and in case, any discrepancy is found I shall forfeit
my claim for admission and shall be liable for any penal action or penalty or forfeiture of the seat as the

University may deem fit and proper.

Certificates etc. in original:

1.

el

(b) I also declare that I am neither employed or in active service at present nor shall I accept employment

or join active service during the tenure of the course. If I am found guilty of violating the declaration, |



shall forfeit my seat, my admission shall be cancelled and I shall be liable for such other penal action,

as the University may deem appropriate
Full Signature of the Applicant.

Note: Failure to submit any of the required documents within the prescribed date shall entail forfeiture of the seat.

13. RETURN OF DOCUMENTS
(1) All the documents including the Demand Draft/Banker’s Cheque of the waitlisted candidates who are
not admitted will be returned to them by the concerned Head/ Coordinator of the Department by

Registered/Speed Post in due course.

(2) The original documents of the admitted candidates, which are not required by the University after the
admission, will be returned to the candidates in person by the concerned Department after obtaining

proper acknowledgement.

14. FEES PAYABLE AT THE TIME OF ADMISSION:

S1. No. Purpose Fee

1. Tuition Fee @ Rs.20/- (Rupees twenty) per month payable for Rs. 240.00
twelve months in one instalment at the time of admission ' '

2. Admission Fee Rs.  20.00

3. University Registration Fee (only for students from institutions Rs. 150.00
other than Dharanidhar University) ' '

4. University Recognition Fee (only for students migrating from other Rs. 100.00
Universities) ) )

5. Fee for Identity Card Rs. 100.00

6. Fee for Keeping Abstract of Attendance Rs.  50.00

7. Fee for Medical Aid Rs. 150.00

8. Fee for Calendar Rs.  50.00

9. Academic Fees (for science students) Rs. 2000.00
Academic Fees (for Arts and Commerce students) Rs. 1000.00

10. Students’ Aid Fund Rs. 25.00

11. Utility Fee Rs. 1,500.00

12. Academic & Other fee: i) Science Rs. 3,000.00

ii) Arts and Commerce Rs. 1,500.00
Note:
1. In addition, the students admitted into the Ph.D. Course have to pay the required seminar fees in

favour of the concerned Head of Department as decided by the respective staff council.

2. Fees once collected from the candidates admitted shall not be refunded under any circumstance
Additional Fees Applicable to Ph.D. Candidates
SI1. Name of the Fee Resident Indian "NRI & Foreign
No. Students in INR Students in INR
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1. Application Fee 1000/- (for 10,000/-
(Admission) Unreserved/SEBC/OBC
Candidates)
500/- (for ST & SC
Candidates)
2. Registration Fee 4000/- 40000/-
3. Research Fees 10000/- 1,00,000
4. Thesis Submission 10,000/- 1,00,000
5. Late Submission of Thesis
Fee for 1% submission 5000/- 50,000/-
Fee for extension (6 months) 3000/- 30,000/-
6. Re-registration Fee 5000/- 30,000/-
7. Library fee (only for scholars in the 500/- 10,000/-
University Departments)

*Non-Resident Indian

13. HOSTEL FACILITIES
University has hostel facilities for a limited number of PhD students. Students seeking hostel accommodation
have to apply to the Warden, P.G. Hostels through Head/ Coordinator of the concerned Department soon

after admission into the course is over.

HOSTEL FEE
(a) The following fee are to be paid at the time of admission to the Hostel:
Sl Purpose Fee Remark
No.
A 1 | Hostel Admission fee Rs.100.00
2 | Hostel maintenance fee Rs.300.00
SI. No.14 (A) Rs. 2200/- to be
3 | Electricity & Water charges As per )
deposited by the boarder as
actual o
Annual/Readmission fees
4 | Room rent @ Rs.150/- per month Rs.1800.00,
B 5 | Hostel Caution Money (refundable) Rs.500.00
6 | Mess Caution Money Rs.1000.00 | SI. No. 5-6 (B) Rs. 1500/- to be
paid by the boarder once at the
time of admission, which is
refundable
C 7 | Hostel Annual Day Rs.200.00
8 | Hostel Common Room charges Rs.100.00 | Sl. No. 7-13 (C) Rs. 6900/- to be
9 | Hostel Games, Sports & Games Rs.100.00 | deposited by the boarders at the
10 | Hostel Magazine and Newspaper Rs.100.00 | time of admission/readmission
11 | Hostel Medical Rs.200.00
12 | Independence Day and Republic Day Rs.200.00
13 | Establishment Rs.6000.00
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Hostel admission fee can be
paid to the concerned hostel
Total per annum (A+B+C) Rs.10,600/-
through bank challan/online

mode

(b)

(©)

(d)

It is compulsory for hostel boarders to pay the monthly mess charges as determined by the Hostel
Superintendent. The bill for every month has to be settled by the 10th of the succeeding month. Violation of
the Hostel Rules or any default in regular payment of mess and other hostel charges shall lead to the
termination of boardership.

The results of the defaulting boarders shall be withheld, if the certificate of clearance in respect of payment
of mess dues etc. issued by the Hostel Superintendent concerned is not produced before the Controller of
Examinations at the time of finally leaving the hostel or publication of results, whichever is earlier.
Boarders shall abide by the rules of the hostel prescribed from time to time by the University. In all matters

pertaining to the hostels, the decision of the Warden, P.G. Hostels shall be final.

14. CORRESPONDENCE AND ENQUIRY REGARDING ADMISSION

All  correspondence regarding admission should be addressed to the Chairman, PG

Council/Head/Coordinator of respective departments Dharanidhar University, Keonjhar — 758001, as the case may

be, by designation and not by name.

15. GENERAL RESTRICTION

No candidate who is in any service shall be admitted unless he/she submits relieve order from the

employer allowing him/her leave for at least one year to pursue the Ph.D. coursework.

16. REGISTRATION

17.

18.
(a)

(b)

Every candidate for the Ph.D. Degree in Arts, Science and Commerce shall submit his/her application in the
prescribed form for registration as a candidate for the examination within three months from the date of

admission.

DISSERTATION
Each student shall be required to submit the Ph.D. thesis as per the Ph.D. Regulations of Dharanidhar
University. The student has to bear all expenses incurred in the preparation of the thesis.
ADHERENCE OF RULES
The Ph.D. scholars of the University must abide by the Rules and Regulations framed by the University
from time to time.
All disputes concerning admission and studentship are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Civil

Courts and Legal Fora at Keonjhar, Odisha.
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19. RAGGING
Ragging in any form is strictly prohibited. Severe action shall be taken as per rules against those involved in
ragging. As per the UGC guideline 6.1 (d & e) of the regulation (F-1-16/2007 (CPP —Il/dated 17June 2009),
it is mandatory for all the applicants to submit an online affidavit, if admitted.
20.  Applicants are requested to visit the university website from time to time to keep them updated about the

admission process.

Chairman, PG Council
Dharanidhar University, Keonjhar
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