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MESSAGE

I am glad to know that Dharanidhar University, Keonjhar, is celebrating its

2nd Foundation Day with the publication of the second issue of University

Annual Newsletter.

The Annual Newsletter serves as a valuable medium to highlight the

university's achievements, academic activities, and initiatives that contribute

to its growth. It reflects the dedication of the faculty, staff, and students in

upholding the university’s mission of imparting quality education and

promoting innovation and research.

As a young university, Dharanidhar University has immense potential to

emerge as a center of learning. I encourage the university community to

continue striving for excellence and to nurture an environment that fosters

creativity, critical thinking, and inclusivity.

I extend my best wishes to the faculty, staff, and students and I am confident

that Dharanidhar University would scale new heights in coming years and

contribute meaningfully to the academic and cultural landscape of Odisha.

I wish the publication all success.

Dr. Hari Babu Kambhampati 
Governor, Odisha

 
                

January 20, 2025

Hari Babu Kambhampati

RAJ BHAVAN
BHUBANESWAR-751008



MESSAGE

I am glad to know that Dharanidhar University, Keonjhar is

celebrating its second foundation day and bringing out a Newsletter

in commemoration.

Over the past two years, this esteemed institution has made

remarkable steps in fostering knowledge, innovation, and holistic

development. It is also contributing significantly in instilling a growth

mindset among the students. I hope the university will continue

shaping the future of our young minds and scale new heights.

I extend my warm greetings to all students, teachers and alumni

and wish success for the institution's foundation day celebration..

Mohan Charan Majhi 
Chief Minister, Odisha

                

Mohan Charan Majhi

LOKSEVA BHAVAN
Bhubaneswar



MESSAGE

I am happy to know that Dharanidhar University, Keonjhar is releasing the second issue

of its Annual Newsletter. Universities are not only the centres of learning but also act

as catalysts for innovation, intellectual growth and societal transformation.

Dharanidhar University has demonstrated its commitment to these ideals, contributing

to the educational development of the region.

The Annual Newsletter is an excellent initiative to document and disseminate

information about the university's progress and aspirations. It reflects the collective

efforts of students, faculty and staff in achieving academic excellence and holistic

development. The second issue of the newsletter is a testament to the university’s

sustained efforts to uphold its vision of creating a robust academic ecosystem.

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the editorial team, faculty and the students for

their efforts in bringing out this publication. May this newsletter continue to serve as a

source of inspiration and a platform for sharing knowledge and ideas.

My best wishes to Dharanidhar University for its future endeavours.

Suryabanshi Suraj 
Minister of State (Ind.), 

Higher Education, Sports & Youth Services
Odia Language, Literature & Culture

Odisha
LOKSEVA BHAVAN

Bhubaneswar
                

Suryabanshi Suraj



MESSAGE

It is heartening to see the second issue of the Annual Newsletter getting released

on the second Foundation Day of the University. The Newsletter bears testimony to

our struggles and accomplishments. It also helps us look back, introspect and

learn. As we reflect on the events and activities of the past year, we hope to

further strengthen the relationships between different units of the institution and

become sources of mutual inspiration. Needless to say, we remain committed to

our pursuit of excellence and firm in our determination for building a healthy and

vibrant academic community.

I wish all my colleagues, students and all other stakeholders of the University, all

success.

Professor Pratap Kumar
Mohanty 

Officer-on-Special Duty (OSD) 
Dharanidhar University 
Keonjhar 758001, Odisha

Professor Pratap K. Mohanty



From the Editor’s Desk The journey Continues...

   Over the past one year, Dharanidhar
University has made rapid strides in various
fields.  We have remained steadfast in our
commitment towards academics as well as other
spheres of engagement, whether it is culture or
community outreach.
  We were fortunate to have the Honourbale
President of India inaugurate a national seminar
dedicated to the Tribes of Keonjhar. The
Honourable President’s words of inspiration
have provided with new insights and
opportunities to understand with the rich tribal
culture of the region better.  
A slew of transformative initiatives have been
undertaken with the implementation of New
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 at the beginning of
the new academic year. To keep the momentum
steady and to progressively reduce roadblocks,
the Academic Council has been constituted. 
In order to fulfil our larger vision of holistic
growth we have  joined hands with other
academic institutions  as well as industry. We
have reached out to the world outside through
community engagement programmes.
I express sincere gratitude to my colleagues in
the editorial team for their active support and
cooperation. I would like to thank all members
of the University fraternity for their enduring
warmth and encouragement.

Editorial Team

DR. PRABHU PRASAD DAS

Ms. Sarita Nayak

Dr. Biraja Prasad Das

Dr. Sridhar Sanyasi

Dr. Sumantra Naik

Dr. Yashabanta N. Singhbabu

DR. Shaswat Panda

Editor
Dr Prabhu Prasad  Das

Chairman, Post-Graduate Council



Going from Strength to Strength
This year has been particularly exciting in how it
presented new challenges and offered fresh
opportunities. 

Following the implementation of New Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, we made significant revisions in
our UG curriculum, introducing interdisciplinarity,
skill-oriented learning and continuous evaluation 
The Master’s programme has a new paper Choice
Based Credit transfer (CBCT), which allows students
to opt for a paper outside their discipline
The guidelines for PhD programme have been framed
under the aegis of the Research and Development
Cell of the University. We are hopeful of starting our
PhD programme in near future
The 1st Academic Council meeting of the University
took place on 14 November 2024 
Govt. of Odisha has sanctioned 97 regular teaching
posts; another 27 are awaited
63 guest faculty members have been engaged to
ensure that teaching and learning are not hampered
More than 850 students  and 350 students have been
enrolled in UG & PG respectively
Board of Studies (BoS) of 21 PG subjects and 21 UG
subjects have been held
UG 1st Semester, B.Ed. 1st Annual and PG 1st semester
results have been published with respective  pass
percentage of 82.3, 99.3 and 94.8 
 More than 25 students across departments of
Geology, Chemistry and Physics have qualified the
IIT-JAM Entrance test
BBA, BCA, MBA-BA,FM, MA-PMIR and M.Sc.
Computer Science have been introduced under SFC
Mode
Strong emphases on ethics, social awareness, skill
enhancement and employability while designing
curriculum 
More than 35 students have cleared IIT-JAM; Several
students  have successfully passed entrance tests
such as CPET and CUET and enrolled themselves in
PG Courses at reputed central  and state universities 1st meeting of Academic Council
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Important seminars and conferences were

organised which include—among others—

National seminar on Tribes of Keonjhar,

which was inaugurated by Hon’ble

President of India and many eminent

writers and social scientists offered their

insights on the theme of the seminar

National Conference titled Recent

Advances in Materials (RAMS 2024) was

organised by Department of Chemistry

Workshop on Spectrometry &

Geochronology organised in collaboration

with Inter University Acceleration Centre

(IUAC) organised by departments of

Geology, Physics and Chemistry

A seminar titled “Career Paths in

Biosciences & Entrepreneurship” was

organised by Depts. of Botany & Zoology 

Seminar on “Digitalization and Cyber

Security” was organised by Dept. of

Commerce

4th Prof. Bauribandhu Kar Literary Festival

and National Seminar  was organised by

Dept. of Odia

Abaibhaba-samasasya-sworupam was

organised by Dept. of Sanskrit

‘RAMS 2024’ organised by Dept. of Chemistry

Workshop on Spectrometry and Geochronology 

Seminars & Workshops 

National Seminar on Tribes of Keonjhar
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Our faculty members continue to produce quality research contributing richly to their
respective fields of scholarly engagement and inspiring young students. This year more than 30
works of research have been produced by faculty members, which include book, book chapters
and articles  in Q1 journals. 

4 recipients of the prestigious MRIP Seed grant are carrying out cutting-edge research in
their respective domains.
We congratulate Dr Subhasmita Dash (Odia), Dr Smitarani Behera (Teachers’ Education)
and Dr Shaswat Panda (English) on being awarded Ph.D.

Dr Biraja Prasad Das, Asst. Prof. (Geology)
participated in  21st International Conference on
Gondwana to Asia and presented a paper titled
“P-T Conundrum: A Comprehensive Debate on
Conventional vs. High Resolution
Thermobarometric Modelling from NW Kumaun
Himalaya, India” at Kuching, Malaysia

Faculty Achievements

Book authored by Dr Arundhati Ojha and Dr P.K. Mahana (dept. of Sanskrit)
being released by OSD-cum-VC, CPGC, Registrar and other faculty members

Dr Nabaghana Mallick, Asst. Prof.
(Commerce) presenting a copy of his book
on Entrepreneurship and e-Commerce to
OSD-cum-VC
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Pursuing excellence together 
Right from the begining we have laid strong emphasis on teamwork and collaboration not
only to enhance the credentials of our  institution but also to contribute to the society. The
implementation of New Education Policy— with its clear focus on skill-based learning—
has only strengthened our resolve. This year  we have signed  MoUs with three reputed
organisations 

Dharanidhar University inks MoU with 
IMMT, Bhubaneswar

MoU signing with Aurassure

Dharanidhar University and KISS 
Deemed to be University sign MoU

An MoU has been signed between
Dharanidhar University and Institute of
Materials and Minerals technology,
Bhubaneswar to provide access to  
research and other facilities, joint
academic endeavours and students
exchange programmes.

Dharanidhar university has signed an MoU
with Aurassure, a private company under the
University Clean Air Network (UCAN)
initiative of the company to forge academic
collaboration by providing access to air
quality data from different partner academic
institutions under the UCAN initiatives. The
company has provided two air quality
monitoring equipment installed one in the
south campus of the University and the
other installed at Barbil College, Barbil an
affiliated college of the University. 

An MoU has been signed between
Dharanidhar University and Kalinga
Institute of Social Sciences on February
1, 2025, to share expertise on education
of tribal students and to promote
research on indigenous cultural
practices
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The training and Placement Cell of Dharanidhar University serves as an important link between
the institution and the corporate. It is primarily focussed on providing training to students,
making them employment-ready. It also facilitates on-campus recruitment drives. 
During the session 2024–25

25 major companies participated in the Placement drive (including JSW, Parle, TCS, Tech
Mahindra etc.) and 76 students have been placed on campus.
A total of 656 students participated in training sessions organised by various companies
across 46 hours

Corporate Connect

Training and Placement Sessions

Some of the Visiting Companies
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For all-round development of the institution, numerous activities—curricular and extracurricular—
are organised every year. In order to widen the intellectual horizon of the students and give them
hands-on experience, they are encouraged to undertake fieldwork and internships. Besides, a series
of such events are organised to commemorate historical events and make students socially conscious
Like the previous one, this year too our students excelled in various fields, making their institution
proud.

Beyond the Classroom

Important days such as International  Yoga Day, Indigenous People’s Day,
National Space Day, Education Day, Constitution Day, World Aids Day etc. are

observed every year

Field trips organised by Departments of Anthropology, Geology, Botany and Zoology;
Internship by Dept. of Teachers’ Education
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In Service of Community and the Nation

Mega Plantation Drive at South Campus co-organised by NSS, NCC & YRC

Swachhata hi Seva Campaign, Filaria Eradication Awareness Programme and Fire Safety
Orientation Drive by NSS

Road Safety Awareness Rally, Annual Training Camp and Good Governance Day observed by
NCC

CPR Training, Anti-ragging awareness campaign and Blood donation camp by YRC
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From the Playground

As our students continue to shine in sports and games, there’s some good news coming slightly
far from the playing field. Govt. of Odisha has chosen Dharanidhar University to play the host

for  Inter-University Sports Meet; preparations are afoot to organise the event

Adyasha Layak (+3 Final Year,
Computer Science) won silver medal in

International Taekwondo Open
Championship held in Kolkata 

Barsa Rani Muduli (+3 final year Economics) participated in 67thNational Shooting
Sports Championship, Bhopal and has been selected for international championship 

She also secured the 7th position at All India G.V. Mavalankar Shooting Championship-
2024, Thiruvananthapuram

First meeting of the sports council of
Dharanidhar University was held and Draft

Bye-Laws of the Council have been approved 
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Alumni Corner

In 2024, the Distinguished Alumnus Award was instituted to honour the illustrious
alumni of Dharanidhar University, who have made the University proud and are also a
pillar of strength and support for the institution. 

We are happy to announce that Dr. Satyajit Mohanty (IPS, retired) is the recipient of
this year’s Distinguished Alumnus Award. Dr. Mohanty was a student of Geology at
the erstwhile Dharanidhar College (now University). He went on to pursue his
masters in the same subject. Additionally, he obtained degrees in Human Rights,
Public Policy and Management and Doctorate in Law from National Law University,
Odisha. He started his professional career with ONGC before joining the Indian Police
Service in 1988. He led an exemplary career in the police and served in various
capacities until his superannuation in 2021 as DGP, Fire Service, Commandant
General, Homeguards, Director, Civil Defence, Odisha. During his tenure as an IPS
officer he was known for his contribution towards shaping community policing in
Odisha. He is also a recipient of President’s Police Medal for Distinguished Service
(2012).  Upon his retirement he was appointed the Chairman of Odisha Public Service
Commission. 
Dr. Mohanty is also an academic and currently serves as Adjunct Professor of Law,
National Law University Odisha, and Honorary Professor, Faculty of Management, Sri
Sri University, Odisha. He is the author of numerous books and articles. We
congratulate him on receiving the Distinguished Alumnus Award.
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Distinguished Visitors

Hon’ble President of India & Hon’ble
Former Governor of Odisha

Hon’ble Minister of Law, Works & Excise,
Sri Prithviraj Harichandan

Hon’ble MP, Keonjhar, Sri Ananta Nayak Padmashri, Sri Daitari Naik

Member UGC, Prof. Sachidananda Mohanty VC, CUO, Prof. Chakradhar Tripathy

ACS, CMO, Sri Nikunja Bihari Dhal Renowned Social Activist, Smt. Namrata Chada
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Looking Back at the Year

Guests on the Dais at Bauribandhu Kar
Memorial National Seminar

Meeting of OSD-cum-VC with Hon’ble CM
and officials of CMO regarding development

and progress of the University

Academia-Industry Meet 1st Academic Council Meeting

Extra-Mural Lecture by Dr. Sibasish Giri of
Leiden University

Seminar on Industry Exposure in
collaboration with HCL-Tech 
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Faculty members with OSD-cum-VC at
Odisha Research Conclave 2024, FMU

Art Exhibition organised 
by Dept. of Teachers’ Education

Celebration of Dharanidhar Jayanti

Mr. B.K. Das, Asst. Prof. (Teachers’ Education)
attended an FDP at IIM, Sambalpur

Students participate in Har Ghar
Triranga Campaign 

Observance of World Environment Day

Students visit RPRC, Bhubaneswar Weekly Students’ Seminar
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Prize-winners of the NSS Asmita Sibir 2024
Winner of Quiz Competition on Indian

Constitution with OSD & faculty Members

NCC Cadet at Republic Day
Camp, Delhi

Cleanliness Drive by YRCIndependence Day Celebration
at Gopabandhu Hostel

We bid an emotional farewell to our retiring
colleagues, Prof. Satyabrata Mishra (Professor,

Economics and former Chairman, PG Council) and
Sri Narendra Kumar Sahoo (Asso. Prof., Geology and
former Registrar). We express our profound gratitue

to them and wish them all the best .

Participants in a Marathon University Delegation at NSS cultural event
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https://dduniversity.ac.in
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